SOME NEW BOOKS.

A Lifte of Mrs, Stowe,

A centenary biography of Harriet Beecher the character of ber heavenly Father.

Stowre 18 published Ly the Houghton
Miffiin Company in convenient proximity
to the hundredih anniversary of her birth,
June 14.  The book is illustrated by por-
traite of Mrs. Stowe and® pictures of the
houses in which she lived, her birthplace ot
Litenfleld, Conn; the picturesque frame
house at Brunswick, Me., where the greater
part of “Uncle Tom's Cabin” was written,
and the more pretentious place in Andover
where Mra. Stowe enjoyed some of the
most proaperous yveara of her laborious
life after the accaptance by her husband,
Prof. Calvin Ellis Stowe, of a chair in the
Theological Seminary, The biography
in largely a labor of love on the part of
her son, CnanLks Enwarnp Stowe, and of
her grandson, Lyman Brecuer Stowe,
who have written gracefully, with none of
the ponderous solemmnity of the self-con-
scious biographer, the story of a famous
woman's development amid national con-
ditions already obesolete.  Division into
chapters independent of the narrative as
@ whole I8 a result of the original scatteresd
publication of the hiography in magazine
form. Mm. Stowe's life at the zenith of
her fame is tonche | upon lightly, and un-
expeoted emphasi= is laill on the years of
her obsourity an i unwitting preparation
for the task of nwinliening a nation's con-
poience. The book comes with a special
measage to the vouncer generation of to-
day, in whose hatnls is the making of that
reconstructed to morrow of which the
wiseat among us may not prophesy.
Literary aspirants may meditate profit-
ably upon thia study from life to learn
anew how antirely great writing is de-
dent upon intense living. The present
terary situation in the Unlted States
8 unique. That romantie abstraction
the “Grim Ieaper” has demonstrated
an underlylng and terribla reality in the
reocent axceptional moertality among Amer-
loan men and women of letters.  The read-
Ing publie 18 all but reduced to foreign
dependence or the necessity of new dis-
coveries among native talent. The latter,
for aught one can say to the contrary,
may sit even now in pious patience at the
very doors of our publishers, refusing,
Mke Mordecai a: tha thief's gate, the
ceremonial bow 1o current literary fash-
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Handa of an Angry God,” which provoked | responsibility in bringing to the mind of
even gentle Mra. Beecher into an unex- | her countrymen the evils of slaveholding
pected protest that it was a slander upon |as a aystem iniquitous allke to master
It |and man. *God helping me, I will write
is even probable that the general hilarity | something; 1 will if I live,” she cried al-
was a natural reaction against the stern | most helplessly to her children who
| Calvinism of the family creed. watched her read the letters from Boston
;  Another influence, the power of which ' detailing the scenes under the working
was absorbad unconsciously, to manifest | of the infamous fugitive slave law, and
itealf lnter in life, was that of & seafaring | employing her ald in the orusade. It
'uncle, Capt. Bamuel Footo, who returmned | needed the personal knowledge of an
from his voyages gift laden with em- escaped slave, the Rev, Josiah Henson
| broideries from the Orlent, with ingots (tbe original of Uncle Tom) to spur her
|of silver from the carved tombs of the | resolution on into deflnite action. She
) Incas, witn Moorish tokens from the Al- | recalled his anguish to her memory dur-
hambra. His experience of life at first lln‘ & communion service In her home
hand led him into humorous combat with | church soon after her return. “Like the
his book taught brother-in-law, and the 'unrolling of a picture soroll,” relates the
youthful Harriet heard him defend the |biography, “the scene of the death of
superior honesty of the Turks over the |Uncle Tom seemed to pass before her.
Christinns and wondered over his con-| At the same time the words of Jesus

Roman Catholic priesta and laymen ye have done it unto one of the least of
whom lie had met on his travels. This +lho-o my brethren ye have done it unto
heresy, amazing to the daughter of a . me' It seemed as though the glorified
hundred Puritans, found expression in l('hrinl were speaking to her through the
{her firat succesaful book, a geography |black slave, cut and bleeding under the
{ published early in her carver na a teacher, | blows of the whip. Sle was affected so
which drew from Archbishop Purcell of |strongly that she could scarcely refrain
Cincinnati a public appreciation for ita!from weeping alond. That afternoon

stant tributes to the noble piety of the | were sounding in her ears, ‘Inasmuch as |

unprejudiced handling of the Catholie
question.  The incident shows how guc-
cesnfully her father educated rather
than formed and controlled the minds
of his talented children, for the book waa
{gsued during his presidency of the Lane
Theological Beminary of Ohlo, to which
ha was called with the avowed Intention
of counterating the growing Influence of
tha Catholie Church in the middle Weat.
The beauty of the hills and lakes of her
native Litchfleld, the cold brillianoy
of ite northern akios are not to be over-
looked amid the formative influences
of Harriet Reecher's childhood It was
not an age of toy shops; the children found
their pleasures in the open air, fishing,
hoating, garden making, exploring the
woods for their mosay treasures. Doubt-
leas this outdoor life garnerad a vitality
which alone gree viziory to the over-
«timulated soul when 1he clash of a stern
creed with a heart tender to all suffering
brought the impressionable girl to the
verge of our fashionahle modern malady,
nervous prostration. For this morbid
condltion she took not a rest cure but
A work cure, aweating out tha grim

* ® ¢ ghe wrote out asubstantially

aa it appears in the published edition
the chapter ‘The Death of Uncle Tom.'
As sufficient paper was not at hand she
wrote a large part of it in pencil on some
brown paper in which groceries had been
delivered. It seemed to her as if what
ahe wrote was blown through her mind
@ with the rushing of & mighty wind.”
Allowing for the influenos of the national
hysteria upon the supersensitive mind of
Mrs. gtowe, the foregoing story is not
difficult of credence, but classes iteelf
with similar psychiatrio manifestations
which modern solence to-day has under
studious consideration It will recall
the recently published incident from the
biography of Richard Wagner, wherein
the great ocomposer relates how the
orchestral prelude to *“Das Rhelngold®
passed from the realm of his sub-con-
soious mind, where it had long bheen,
into the clear recognition of his normal
mentality by means of an entranced
condition induced by ezhaustion,

This fragmentary attempt at a novel

thoughta presented. As it is the reader
is forced to keep in his memory a mass of
propositions in order to be sure that he
understands the alm in view,

What is a reader to do when he ia told
(page 8) that the Renaissance with its
revival of Greek learning and the modern
emphasis of nature which we are told
stand out prominently as causes of the
change of culturo that has paralyzed re-
ligious thought are due, when interpreted
In economio terms, to “the shifting of
clvilization from southern regions sub-
ject to tamine, disease and war to those of
the north, where peace, security and pros-
perity abound?” That “peace, security
and prosperity® abound in northern re-
glons may be true, but it requires proof.
The feudal aystem, the Thirty Years war,
the French Revolution, Russian tyranny
and Russian famines, the civil war of our
own country and the inroads made upon
the prosperity of northern nations by the
maintenance of standing armies and
floating navies of huge proportions un-
| precedented in the history of mankind
'are awkward facts that cannot be lightly
brushed aside and against which we
have merely the assertion that *famine,
disease and war® are the products of
southern civilizations. For exaggerated
generalizations commend us to  the
aconomist! The book fairly bristles with
such generalizations. So we are told

l{p. 48) “that idoas come at the end of a

period of progress and not at its begin-
ning,” as though there could be any
progress without Ideas.

Again (p. 80) we are told, rather inoon-
sistontly, that “ideas preceded the hellels
in soolety.” Why? Do not beliefs lead to
{deas quite as naturally as ideaa to beliafs?
Nor is it true that “beliefs start in Indi-
viduals and at firet reflect only personal
experience.” ainos the earliest religious
beliefs rest upon an experience common
to all mankind, the impression made upon
the mind by the phenomena of nature,
Prof. Patten's fondness for turning things
topsy-turvy sometimes touchea up his
hook with an unoconsocious bit of humor.
So he prefers in all seriousness to in-
terpret the old saying (page 160) “that
barking dogs never bite® to be due to
the fact that the dog uses up his arouepd
energy in barking instead of biting. Nor

on theslavery question was pushed aside
by other demands upon Mrs. Stowe's |

is Prof. Patten always oconaistent {n hins
goneralizations. In one place (p. 38) we

lona and superstitions. Though of mak- | horrors of the old theories and attaining
Ing many books there is still no end the [through practical experience a more
fact remaina that a process of ellmination | gentle conception of the universal Creator.

time, awaiting ite chance discovery by |are told that “as biologlo beings we are
Prof. Stowe. He urged the building of [to-day what our ancestors wers whaen

pow offera exceptional opportunity for
a first hearing to some strong and con-
fident voice. Mra. Stowe's biography
I8 therefore eepecially interesting in the
Information it gives regarding the en-
vironment of hor impressionabla child-

In this struggle and its conclusion she
waa followed Ly her orator brother,
Henry Ward Beecher. The drudgery
of her work as a teacher, first at Hart-
ford in 1820 and in the modern schools
founded two yrars later by the family

bhood, of herspiritualdevelopment through
Successive stages as teacher, as wife and
mother, and finally as the Epokesman
of arighteous case at the time of national |
bewildermeant preceding the civil war
In the cultivation and discipline of that

*spirit that quickeneth” the  youthful |
Harriet Beechor had nothing to ask
From the outset her environment was

in Cincinnail effectually controlled her
tendency to brood upon her emotions,
a sti!' more stringent training in meeting
life at its sternest coming to her when
in 1888 ghe married the scholarly but
impoverished professor Calvin  Fllis
Stowe, the widowed husband of her
dearest friend. Her dally, hourly struggle
to build up a family of six children on the

poor in luxurivs that to-day would be|meagres income of a country parson,
rated as necessities, hut ar no point was | himeelf a gentle dreamer but of slight
it cheap or commonplace.  The book | practical help, made living more im-

propheaying optimistically that such a
work might reward her efforta with money
sufficient to buy a new silk gown. Thus
encouraged, Mrs. Stowe went earnestly
to ner task, publishing the nove! firat as
a serial in the National Era. Beginning
June 3, 1851, it was announced to run for
threemonths but grew under Mra. Stowe's
hand, developing unexpectedly from issue
to 1ssue, 8o that it was only completed in |
April, 1852, It was at once pubhlished in
book form, and 10,000 coples were sold
within a week of publication. A year saw
more than 800,000 coples in circulation.
Eight power presses running day and night |
could not supply the demand. The vogue
crossed the Atlantio Oocean and aroused
& stormn of emotional exoitement in Eng-

]

a ook around the sketch already written, ihim.orlm began to keep records.” while

elsawhere (p. 9) he says that “our heredity
calls for a life of ninety vears. some say
150 years,” but that owing to physical
decline the average age of man *previoua
to the last century was not more than
thirty years.” Burely so profound a
change cannot go without an alteration
in our *blologlo being.® Even though the
causes of the decline may be explained by
changes in economie conditions, that does
not alter the fact that both moral and
physical decline involve changes Instruc-
ture and “biological traits.”

Again in the preface he disputes the
correctness of the order in Comte's three
'm of man's development, the theo-
|logiml. the metaphysical and the positive,

Indentifying the *theclogical® with the

gives us aninspiring picture of the old

portant to her than theorizing about it

New Eugland dominie Lyman Bescher, | She welcomes the birth of a child as an
“father of more brams than any man in | opportunity for two weeks of unaoccus-

land, France, Germany and italy. The | «yraqitional® stage he declares that this
reaction was as sharp as the enthusiasm | nae after the “deductive or meta-

had been sudden. Led by the Timea orll,h,..,ml stage ® but further ou (p. 90

America.” A8 Nis countrymen were vet
to hail him, surronnded by the elaven chil- |

dren who wora 1o add this distinetion to
those lus scholarstiup and moral preemi- |
nence had already earned for him How
I wish Harriet wero o bov: she wonld

do more than any of them,” sald this|
father of future orators, teachers, theo-
logians and writers as his keon eve noted
the child's absorption in the househaold |
task at hand, her disdain of an aching |

back or tired muscies when the cutring |
and piling of the winter supply of wonl
called upon the cooperative ri&ources
of tha family. It was hiscustom amid the
manual labor tie essary 10 oa sorvantless
community to begiile the time agd m--:
Prove the occason bv starting arong |
hie children an arcome: nupon sotne !
moot question in morals and theology.|
He would assume the tasi of devil'sd
advocate in order to educate his vouth- |
ful casuists in the detection of sophistical
allurement or logicul flaws  Hefore the
age of faminine cducation he would in-
clude the girls as well 4 va in these
informal lyces, saving, when the chil-
dren failed in insignt, “The argament is
thus and so; now 1f vou will take this
position you will trip e up

With guch mental environment it is

not surprising 1o find Harriet at the tender
agn of & years writing in school on *The
Differenoe Between the Natural and the |
Moral Sublime " nor is 1t diftienlt of balier
that in the comparative mnturity of 11
she tack honor= wirth an wssay defending
the negative of 1he theme, “Can the lin-
mortality of the Soul be Proved by the

Light of Nature’"  After the reading
of this hefore rhe assermbled litorati of
Litchficld her forthor arose 1o inquire the !

mama of the anonymous author,
structor, proud of his pupil and appreciat-
ing the zeat of the situation, replied,
*Your daughte Mrs Stowe classed

&ir:"

| distractions

| mind and heart

An In- ’

tomed rest from household |tasks that
ceemed never done  Her lterary work
before marriage had been a social ac-
complishment; afterward it was valued
only as a means of piecing out her in-
sufficient income.  Brief stories and love
tales were written amid the manifold
of nursery  and kitchen,
when the speeding of the pen was fre-
quently  arrested to give instructions
and exhortations to servant and children.
These served to make financial enda
meet without  definitely  mnking Mrs
Stowe as an artist. Perhapa the true
reward of these workworn vears found

London, the cry against the book was
taken up in this country; even the religious |
press was not sllent in the campaign of
scurrilous abuse, until the pandemonium
und praise might weil have deafened the
ours and bewlidered the brain of the as-
tonished cause of the turmoil.

Her visit to England, where she was
rovally entertained by the men and women
most prominent in the arts and in social
life, isto-day a more than twioce told tale.
Her letters show that these hopors were
received with the nalve delight of a cniid, |
yet without detracting from the serene
dignity of one who was by natural endow-

cxpression in & mersage sent to this
domestic heroine at a titne when instead |
of the palm of martyrdom fame had
nunexpectedly crowned her with laurel

In a letter from George Ellot the greet-
ing from the greatest woman writer of
her day was this: “You have had a longer

expericnce than 1 as & writer and a fuller |

eXpeTience ws & wWoman, since vou have
borne chitdren and known a mother's
history from the begluning ”

Here was the main source of Mrs
Stowe's power a8 a novelist; books and
living joined equally in the training of
The death of her three
sonm, one in hils infancey during & cholera
apidemic, one in youth by drowning,

| the third in maturity, the last under cir-

cumstances particularly harrowing, more
than the hardships of poverty and ill
health ade of Mrs. Stowe 8 woman of
sorrow, & acguaintad with grief that
her pen was red with her own heart's
blood when she wrote of the slave
| mothers of the South, Toill and grief
| w0 wore upon her enaurance that at the
prime of life she describes hernell for the
Leneflt of an unknown admirer of *Uncle
Tom's Cabin® with wordsa whoss pleasant
'hnmor clouk their tragio significance:
“I am a little bit of & woman, some-

shis incident as the proadest moment | what more than 40, just as thin and dry
of a life that was 1o know the foy of las a pieca of anuT; never much to look at
international fame [t s worth noting (in my best dayva and looking like a used
in passing that such themes were not tup article now.”
tribute paid 1o the Beecher reputation| To read of Mrs Stowe's home life,
for intellect bLut tasks set as matter of | allke carotaker and companion to her
courss for the children of the publie | children, managing business and home
achools in a day when the pretty senti- | for her absent minded hushand, con-
mentalitles of the kindergarten were |sulting with cook, with butcher, baker
pot passed on to the older grados land candlestiok maker, directing
Books and book lore were common | mechanics and “handy® men of varying
in the Beecher househgld, not light fie- | proficiency, ia to marvel how the aver-
tion, which a cantemporary French eritlo | burdened homessekor found energy and

has defined a5 “the opium of the Ocei- | oancentratisn, (o say nothing of un-,
dent,” but germons and philosophies, the ! claimed time, to write 8o bulky a novel
writings of teachers such as Jonathan {es “Uncle Tom's Cabin.”  Little pre-
Edwards and Cotton Mather being soft- | liminary  study  was  required.  The
ened only by the gentler allegories of |author's finely trained mind had uncon-
“Pilgrim'a Progros<” and similar worka, | acioualy wecmilated data for it pages
Thronugh these high austerities it remained | during  many years, the most famous
for the sun touched Orient to flood a'incidents having been aatter of per-
warmer influsnce upon the mind of the | sonal know!adige, while tha aoral In-

child Harriet. The chance  discovery | dignation and  consciousness of have
of a tattered conv of the “Arabian Nights® | ing a mission to perform drove the

At the bhottam of & harrel of old sermons | pen on however weary the hand that

gave to her a daily delight Tothe un- | held it. Her life brought her into eon-
conscious reador the book becams  a tact with the slavery problemn at it hest
model in dramatic narrative and pictorial | and  worst, her expariences running
plchness; her command of thess great  hack even to her early chiidhood, when
qualities in her later work iR direotly | the narrative of an aunt living in the
attributable 1o 1his unexpected Oriental | West Indies thrilled her with horror,

tutoring
A second mitigation of the hracing men-
tal atmosphera of her home was the gen-
tle art of music She classes as one of
the great ovents of her childhood the
fortunate accident which placed a fine
plano within the means of a poor country
parkon. “The Ark of the Covenant was not | whera Mrs. Stowe talked with the dark
brought into the Tabernacle with mere | skinned fugitives, Among thess she
gladness than this magical .ur-ll*'lment“ met the originals of many of her best
into our abode. Father soon learned to | known characters
accompany the plano with his violin and . The biography offers frequent testi-
brothers Edward and William to parform | mony to Mrs. Stowe's lack of self-aaner-
their part on their futes. S0 we had do- ! tion or personal initiative in writing the
they did not!

mingled memories of an early viait to
the South, whera the atmosphere of
happiness, justice and kindliness fur-
| nlened the groundwork for her idyllle
picture of the St. Clair plantation, with
her personal knowledge of ocenditions
in Ohio, Lordering on the salave States,

mestic concerts which  f hook which mera profoundly influenced
nttain the height of artistic perfection | hep generation than any other single
filled the house with gladness *  This | work of profans liternture, The par-
Jovous spinit s deseribed as aldding un-| auasions of her family to the task, an to
distiiriwa 1 tha Beecher bonsehold inla work of moral obligation, wers re-

Bpite Ol readings such a8 *Sinners in the quired to call ner attention to her cwn

ment a4 gentlewoman. Her spiritual
poise and rich mental endowment won
for Mrs. Stiowe not only the passing ad-
miration of her time but also the life
friendship of wuch men and women s !
Mr. and Mis. Browning, Ueorge Liiot!
and her husband, Lady Byron, Charies !
Kingsley, the Dukeand Duchess of Suther- |
land, the Duke and Duchess of Argyle,
Lord Staftestbury and Lord Carlisle, the
latter furnishing the preface when “Uncle |
Tom's Cabin” was published ln England

The appeal of this novel in its own day, |
fta ilportance 1o its own generation of
readers, requires no explanation, being
self-evident

To reread *Uncle Tom's Cabin®
I* & curious experiment. The modernist |
will be astonished at the prevalence of |
advanced doctrine in & book cutlawed
by historical changes and outmoded by :
contemporary asthetio {deals. In an |
age in which the childless home is peril- |
ously near a popular ideal few will be |
affocted by Viotoriau sentimountality such |
as the death of little Eva, guaranteed
to dissolve the less critloal communities '
of halt a century ago into collectivist |
tears. Nevertheless, #0o much of youthful |
fire yet remains to this famous old novel
that serious students will find in its pages |
mucl talk of what to-day we call socialism,
frosh and vigorous as when it was put by
the author into the mouth of Augustine
St. Clair, a hero whose name suggesta
the pastry shop rather than an exponent
of Weltpolitik. None of our present
“literature of revolt® can surpass “Unole
Tom's Cabin® in moral earmestness or
flery appeal. ‘The jaded seeker for amuse-
ment will find in its pages & dramatic
power and pictorial richness of which
our light fletion to-day is well nigh
bankrupt. In an era when religious
thought or discussion is as forbidden
to general fietlon as both are taboo in
drawing room conversation, Mra. Stowe's
unaffected. unforced references to sacred
subjecta serve to recall the time when
these were still generally ourrent amid
a churchgoing nation. There are many
readers who will find profit in a fresh
perusal of “Uncle Tom's Cabin” and thls
centennial biography of ita celebrated
author.

to-day

The Hocial Basis of Religlon,

Among American economista of the
presemt day there is perhaps none whose
views are marked by greater originality
than those of Prof. BIMON N. PaTTEN, who
holrls the chalr for politioal economy at
the University of Pennaylvania; but the
origmality displayed t his latost work,
intanded to set forth T'Ae Hoclal Rasia of
Religion (the Macinillan Company) s of
a kind to call forth opposltion rather than
ussant evon from those who approach his
exposition in au impartial antl unpreju-
diced spirit. It is not easy to approach
without prejudice a work that lacks an
index and that has not even & table of
contenta. An index Is particularly called
for in a work that covers so many #iub-
jecta aa Prof. Patten's venture into na
field that is new for an economist. It

in following Prof. Patten's rather intri-
cate and at times hewildering thought if
he had added a table of contents or
placed at the head of each of the fijteen
chapters an analysls of the views and

would have been a great ald to the readsr

ha appears to give the preference to
the “pragmatic” as the third stage and
a=td up the orler “theological, meta-
physical and pragmatic® for the race;
and faith, scepticism and idealism for
the individual, We are asked to belleve
“that individunlatend to becomeidealistic,
but the societies of which they are a part
move steadily toward the pragmatic
god"—and so we are left in the dark as
to whether Prof. Patten finally agrees
to differ with Comte or first differs and
then agrees, or agrees and differs both.
The two thousand years and more of
religious history before the advent of
Jesus are entirely ignored by Prof. Patten,
and equally so the many religious move-
ments of worldwide importance, such as
Islamism, that have ensued since Chris-
tianity made itsa appearance. Of more
modern religious phenomena the only
one that Prof. Patten takes into account
is Comte's Positlvism and the only philo-
sophical movement is Preagmatism. He
takes from both what sulta his purpose,

| with the result of giving us a definition of

religion that s a purely subjective bit of
speculation, while hiswvoneception of Chris-
tianity {a only & degree less arbitrary.
His view of religion I8 unquestionably
original, but can it endure the test ol
historical criticism? It s hardly to be
expected that it should since Prof. Patten
deliberately ignores the greater portion
of mankind's religious history. But be-
fore taking this up let us see how the

matter stands with his view of (hritianity, |

of which he evidently haa taken into con-
slderation at least some of its historical
phases,

Prof. Patten says (p. 4) that the Chria-
tian scheme of salvation, and that means
Christianity in general, *has fallen into
disrepute not because it lacks proof but
because its historioal setting has been
lost through the increase of knowledge
and through better methods of investi-
gatlion * Hera again we have one of those
startling assertions of which the book ia
full but for whichno proof s offered. As
matter of fact, improved methods of in-
vestigation pursued by modern scholar-
ship have served to place the origin of
Christianity in a better historical setting.
The last decades, more particularly,
have also brought to light some additional
material for the study, and although there
are atill unsolved problemn in this fleld we
are now in a better position than before to
underatand the religious movemant which
centrea around the name of Jesus.

The decay of faith in the goda of Greek
and Roman mythology, marked aa decay
in timeworn beliefa invariably ia by a
recrudesosnce of mystical oulta, conati-
tuwes one of the primal factors in the wel-
ocome which the Paullne acheme of salva-
tion through the Christ received outside
of Palestine, while within the area of
apecificially Jewlsh thought the influx of
(reok philosophy and Hellenistio pofnts
of view had brought about equally sig-
nificant chunges. The political decline of

| the Jewish Btate, that had dwindled to a

mere shadow without substance at the
time that Jesus was horn, paved the way
for the complete divores of religious aspi-
rationa from political ambitions and
brought about the division of the Jews
into two parties, the one still clinging to
the forlorn hope of a political resurreo-
tion, the other prepared to reosive the
inessago that the kingdom of Giod was
not of this world and that the new era
to which mankind was to look forward
was a resurrection of the apirit. These
are some of the main factors which ac-
cording to modern historical acholarship
are involved in the birth of Christianity.
Now what does I'rof. Patten make of
all this? Roldly setting aside the hise
torical aspects, he maintains that “if we
make religion social instead of historical,
proof ean be found for its essential doc-
trines " Once more equating religion
witiy Christianity in & n.anner as though
this were to be taken for granted, he sets

L |them, with perhaps & single exception,

up ten doctrines as the epsential features
of the Christian acheme of salvation,
“expressed in social instead of theological
terrss.” Incidentally it will be observed
that he quietly shifts his basia frora “his-
torical” to “gheclogioal®--as though again
these two terms were synonymous. The
first of these ten doctrines curiously
enough Is that of “one supreme God.®
If this method of expressing the dootrine
Is not “theclogical,” pray what does the
term mean? ‘The last of the ten doctrines
in that “the wages of sin is death,” when
once more we have an expression that is
surely quite as much theological as social.
In between, however, we have a number
of religious doctrinen which are expressed
in terms that might fairly be regarded ar
sooial. They include the “dootrine of
the fall of man or social degeneration,”
the doctrine of regeneration, of a personal
uplift through contact, influnence and
suggestion, the doctrine of progress
through peace and love, the ductrine of
the Messiah which Prof, Patten equates
with “lofty inspiring leadership.” the
doctrine of service, of social and personal
reaponsibility,

Nowall thisis very well, and theonumera=
tion furniahes food for suggestlve thought:
but is this Christianity? Isit the Christian
scheme of malvation or is it not rathor
Prof. Patten's scheme—and one well
worth considering—as the “Social Basis of
Religion®? He sets forth this scheme
in the *Introduction® to his book and one
cannot therefore avold the suspicion that
Prof. Patten has unconsolously antioipated
his conclusions by starting out with
premises that already embody his con-
clusions. Buppose the reviewer, who i
not an economist, felt called upon to
summarize Prof. Patten's theories of
political economy, would net the de-
mand be just that he should state these
theories on the basls of Prof. Patten's
writings, or if some one proposed to set
forth the dootrines of present day English
soclalism would he not be expected todoso
on the basis of the writings of English
soclalists of aocknowledged authority?
Will Prof. Patten point to a single Chris-
tian theologian, orthodox or umorthodox,
who has defined Christianity or the Chris-
tian scheme of salvation in the way
that he has done? Or, dropping the
“Christian® and the *theclogian,” has any
student of the history of Christianity ever
defined C(hristianity in this way? . Now
Prof Patten as an individual has the
right to define Christianity in any way
that he chooses, but Prof. Patten when
attempting to show that the dootrines
of Christianity can be justified when
expressed In “social” terms must elther
tako aa his starting point the recognised
conceptions of Christianity, as found in
the worke of authoritative students, or
must justify his own conception If it
differs from those found elsewhete; and
he muat also justify his premises by a
historical study of the origins and history
of Christianity. He does neither; in faot,
as elsewhere, ho makes assertions with.
out offering any proof.

To equate, for example, the Christian
doctrine of the Messlah with “lofty in-
apiring leadership® is to remove from the
Christlan doctrine ita very essence, which
consista, as is generally recognized, In the
belief that through the vicarious sacri-
fice of the Messiah as the “Son of (lod" the
original ain of humanity has been wiped
out and that individual salvation can be
secured through the acceptance of the
belief that Jesus was this Messiah “Lofty |
inspiring leadership” is surely not a pre-
rogative of Christianity or of any particu-
lar religlon. It is found everywhere
where “lofty inspiring® beliefs are foupd,
in Buddhism, in Chinese Tacism, in lslam-
fsmm and certainly in Judaism. The
Hebhrew propheta represent “lofty in-
epiring leadership® without being Mees-
siahs. St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas,
Luther, Cardinal Newman, Emerson and
Renan all represent “lofty inspiring lead-
ership® in the fleld of religion without
being Messiahs. What are we to say of
an exposition of the Christian scheme of
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expected to follow Prof. Patten in his fur-
ther attempt of a justification of Chria-
tianity by shifting its teachings from a
historical or theological basis to a social
basis. ’

Fortunately, though there are many
chapters in the book which have but a
loose connection with religion, we are not
left in serious doubt as to what religion
Is according to Prof. Patten. He “identi-
fles religion not with morality but with
the social reaction against degeneration
and vice.” That conatitutes its “social
basis." “Religion,” he tells us elsewhere
(p. 18), “begins not with a belief in God
but with an emotional opposition to re-
movable evils. It is a psychic reaction,
not an intellectual conviction, and ita one
easential element is its programme forsav-
ing mocial outeasta.” *Degeneration, re-
generation and the will are thus religion’s
first problems from which all others are
derived.” Again (p. 101), “Religion is an
expression of a reaction angainat conflict,
degenemation and depravity; God's activ-
ity in the complement of man's endeavors
to restore the normaland to elevate social
standards”; and so elsewhere we find this
thought, variously expressed, brought
forward and driven home as the essence
of religion. Quite consistently with this
poeition Prof. Patten asserts (p. 101) that
it is a “reversal of the order on which
religions developed to make religion begin
with God instead of basing it on thé nat-
ural phenomena out of which it has arisen.
The problem of God will lose ita difficul-
ties if men once beoame familiar with the
laws making them fear degeneration and
hope for regeneration. The key to relig-
fon lies in thess problems.”

Just here in his view of the order of
development of religious ideas lies the
orux of the whole matter. Prof. Patten
repeats the mistake that he makes wiien
defining Christianity. Instead of dis-
cussing the views of those who have made
a special rtudy‘ol Christianity he gives
his own definitions, which simply formu-
late, as we have seen, his view of the
*social basis of religion.” Had he oare-
fully studied the works of the students of
the history of religion, of such men as
Tiele, Tylor, Max Muller, Réville, Fraser,
Toy, PHieiderer and others, he would have
found that much as they differ on many
points there is general acquiescence in the
view that religion is due in its last analysis
either to the inatinct or to the conscious
desire of man to secure the cuoperation
of powers recoghized by him as superior
in carrying out his endeavors. Religion
aa matter of fact does not begin as a
“psychio reaction,” but with either a
pesychio or intellectual action, according
&8 you take as yourstarting point anatural
instinct or a conscious endeavor, Now
degeneration, on which Prof. Patten lays
his main strees, if it means anything, as-
sumes an antecedent period of growth.
Prof. Patten admita this, for hLe says
(p. 9), “there was an earlier epoch
when men sttained their maximum of
vigor and longevity.” If therefore re-
ligion began while man was growing in
the direction of "maximum vigor and
longevity " —and Prof. Patten agrees that
there has been no period in which and
no rate among which religion in some
form has not existed--the proposition
that religion s contemporary with a de-
generating tendency and represents a re-
action against it falls to the ground. In
other words the “doctrine ot the fall of
man or social degeneration” is not the
starting poiot of religion.

It would be nearer the truth to say that
religion is coequal with the rise of muan,
It “social basis” consists in i1ts power to
help the growih of man, not his struggle
agamst decay. Heligion is wn integral
part of the civilizing tendency in man and
unless we are ready to regard civilization
itaell a8 & degenerative process, one of
decay and not of growth, we tnust oarry the
social uplift of religion back to the period
when man 18 developing his strength and
oot when he 18 fighung aganst degenera-
tion and decay. From this point of view
we c¢an understand the signiticant fact,

salvation whioh omits alli reference to
the doctrine of the Trinity, of the "lr‘ill'
Hirth, of the Resurreotion, of the Holy |
Communion, of the Laast -lud‘mcnl'i
Prof. Patten will answer that he does not
regard these doctrines as assential fea-
tures of Christianity; and he may be right,
but he certainly cannot ignore themn en-
tirely at the ou'set of his discussion. He !
must at least justify the omission. As
matter of fact not one of the doctrines
in the form in which Prof. Patten puts

is peculiar o Christianity, and some of the
“dootrines® are not.even dootrines in any
proper sense of the word. The bellef in
one supreme God is shared by Christian-
ity with other religions and was evolved
in various parts of the ancient world long
before Christianity appeared.

“Prugress through peace and love 1ni
contrast with progress through confiiot®
is hardly a doctrine, certainly not in a'
religlous sense. It may be regarded as'
the mazim of a soclal or even socialistio |
programme, without refereno® to any reli-
gious belief. The connection of “social
responsibility” with the Christian scheme
of salvation is at best loose, and when
Prof. Patten ocontrasts this responsibil-
ity with *individual rights® he comes into
direct conflict with the Christian scheme
of salvation, which as ordinarily under-
stood is primarily individual and only
secondarily social. Bome of the other
“contrasts® set up In cannection with
Prof. Patten's “dootrines® are open toseri-
ous objections. After equating the doo-
trine of the Messiah with “lofty inapiring
leadership® he contrasts the doctrine with
the “material concept of civilisation.*®
Where is the connection between the two?
Btill stranger is the “dootrine of personal
responsibility in contrast with fatalism
or external domination.® Why “fatal-
iam®? Fatalism Is as much & part of |
Christianity as of every other religious
system that is based on the belief of an
all powerful Being, however conceived,
controlling man and the universe. But
the faot that our fate s In the hands of
such a Being does not throw aside the
doctrine of personal responsibility, since
personal responaibility may be part of tho
fate imposed upon us by “fatalism.* As
for “external domination,” so far from
being opposed to personal responalbility it
is more readily conoeivable that it should
act as & further incentive to both pegsonal
and social responsibility.

The logioal contrat of personal respen-
aibility is recklessneas, and so far from
personal responsibility being a new doo-
trine intreduced by Christianity or par-
ticularly characteristio of the Christian
scheme of palvation it Is an inherent and
essential slement of every system of ethioa
no matter to what religion such a system
is attached. There is thus left of Prof
Patten's “Scheme of Balvation® the cne
dootrine of the “fall of man® as a distinct
eature of Christlanity, and this he prop-
orly equates with “"social degeneration.®
Here he has at last touched solid ground
and accepts an element of the Christlan
scheme of malvation which is by general
consant recognised as such, but with anly
one out of the ten doctrines enumerated
a8 genuinely Christian we can hardly be

entirely overlooked apparently by Prof.
Patten, that religion is at every stage in a
people s life, in the period of growth as well
&8 iu the period of naticual or sooial decay,
the most. trastworthy index botn of ite
wivilization and of the defeots in that civ-
ilzation. So far from religion not start-
ing from & behef inGiod or gods, the aingu-
lar or the plural is inmateral for our pure
poses, we utterly tail in acovunting for it
unless we assuiue as the starting point
the bLeliof, whether as an instinot or a
logital conclusion frowm eircumstances
borne in upon ruan by his esperience, that
there are powers about him or above him
which directly affect his well being and
whose cooperation Is essentlal to hun.

Prof. Patten, we have seen, in his deaire
to be original, & desire that grows at times
into & veritable passion, makes many
strange assertions without offering any
proofs or even discussing them. OUne of
thestrangest is his conception of God, and
since it is basic to his whole polnt of view
it must be briefly discussed before we
proceed to ouyr conclusion. Touching
upon the doctrine of the “supernatural®
he says (p. 7) that “religion uses the lan-
guage of the descrt or of vile material
surroundings. lLvnm nature is some-
thing bad, the bottom below which men
oannot fall. The natural man is the
degenerate, because he is the type such
conditionas evolve. ‘fo get away from
nature means to approach God, With
such ideas it |a proper to speak of Him
a8 supernatural ®* He contrasts with this
the *cultural” idea in the language of
which *nature is the highest, not the low-
eat cgtegory, for ita termma have been
oolned by men in happy physical sur-
roundings with pature at ite best. To
them the natural man is not the sudden
brute of want and disease, but an ideal to
be attained under favorable conditions.®
“Hupernatural,” he therefore concludes,
has become a meaningless term because
nature isthe highest state and the natural
man better than the best of men,

We will not preas the inconsistency in
which Prof. Patten involves himself by
this view of the cultural attitude, since
he has fust told us a few pages earller that
the older southern civilizations, namely
Babylonia, FEgypt, Palestine, CGreece,
Rome and Asia Minor, were subject to
*famine, disease and war,” and elsewhare .
(pp. % and 184) he emphaaizes the fact
that “eastern Asia and southern Europe
were in a state of physical decline during
the period when ite civillzation was form-
ing.* If this is o, how {s it possible that
the terms of “cultural® language have been
coinedby meninhappy physical surround-
inga? If space permitted, at least a dozen
such contradictory points of view could
be indicated, but weshould like to ask Prof,
Patten how he reconciles the view taken
by him of the “religious® deflnition of
nature with the statement on which he
lays such strees, that religion represents
the reaction against degenerate tenden-
cies’ The same factor cannot produce
degeneration and react agalnst it. But
furthermore, where did Prof. Patten find
in any religlous system the strange notion
that the "supernatural® is due to the de.
sire to get to God by getting away from
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things topay-turvy, and apparent)

L 0
other purpose than to be “conir, . & “I°
is hard to retain one's patience | ooy e
teay with such a statement com i, o, o
man of thought and learning 7 .. , :

what we are to expect from “ay .
on the road to philosophy,* as 10 |‘T'
ten deacribes himeelf, it woul| Tk
put unp a rignhoard on the o, .
one sewa at the lead of “)),
nue® at Cambridge marked -
ground. Trespussing not an .

The element “natural” in “xij
has of course nothing to do witi ;... .
ception of nature, but it is ne:.
venient term to indicate w)
easily posaible. The contrast r
natural® in religions parlane
or If you choose “human natire,
Nature with a capital N. “T., ..,
from nature means approach + (.
religious parlance, according 1,
Patten! ‘The entire history f .,
contradicts this statement, for Rion
starts everywhero with the ey
made upon man by the phenonien, it
nature. The gods of primitive ). lging
and of most advanced religiong ;1. | re
sonificationa of the powers of nat; o and
“tha doctrine of the one supreme (5, ‘-.
reached everywhers by the redlioaeg .I;
(whether trie or not is not to the poft B
that there is unity in nature e !'r'."r
Patten study the philosophy of the Upas
shads of India it he desires to s how 1ie
theory of an all pervading power is reached
through getting closa to nature and not
by getting away from it. Prof Patten
says (p. R)) that it is “a mverssl of our
religious education to associate (iod with
the residual instead of the primary forose
of nature.® That is exactly what re.
liglous education does not do and never
bas done. Even the Christian anchorite
or the Hindu ascetlo who runa away from
the wickedness of the world and the sin-
fulness of life does not run away frem
nature. Om the contrary he retums 4
Nature, there to find the God that he sesks
for In vain in the habitations of men

The task of the reviewer who is thus
obliged at almost every polnt to rontro.
vert the views set forth is not agrasahle
It is therefore a rellef in conclusion to
agree with Prof. Patten in emphasising
the value of the economio factor in ex.
plaining some of the phenomena of re.
ligion. The economio conditions under
which a people lives have unquestionably
much to do with the character of its re.
ligious beliefs. The thought is familiar
to students ever since the days of Buckls,
and has been emphaesized by writers like
Westermarck, Hoffding, Tylor, Reinach
—and even Anatole France. No doubt
much more remains to be done in thig
fleld, and scattered throughout Prof,
Patten’s book suggestions are thrown out
which point out the further lines to be
followed in such investigations. For
these suggestions, which it is to be hoped
will be taken up by some of Prof Patten's
pupils or readers and carefully and
systematically worked out, we should te
grateful. Prof. Patten has also renderad
a real service in calling attention to the
social aspecta of religion, though if by the
title of his book he wishes to indicate tha:
religion rests on a “social basis™ it mys
be questioned whether he has proved his
point.

We venture to think that a writer wi
proposes to establish the “Social
Religion® should begin by discussing «
of the definitions for religion proposed by
students of the subject, and after criticis-
ing them to propose, if he 8o chooses, o1+
of his own which he should put forward s
a working hypothesda calculated toexpla
the chief phenomena of religion. 1h-
would involve a survey of the main ide.s
to be found in primitive forms of relicio
and in the chief of the dvanced forns
Had Prof. Patten done this he wou |
never have committed the fatal mistake
of identifying religion with Christianity
The next logical step would have been to
indicate specifically and not by mere gen-
eralizations the economic and socisl
aspecta of the main religious beliefs, with
due consideration of the views and in-
vestigations of those who have written
on these smubjects. Scientifio investiga-
tion must not begin with a tabula rasa,
but always connect itself in historical
sequence with previous efforta. The only
exguse for writing a serious book is the
oonviotion of an author that he can ad-
wvance upon his predecessors, and the chiaf
reason for writing one is to prepare the
way for the next work on the subject
All scientific work of value is continuous,
and even where a new departure is made
by an iInvestigator it must in order to
carry conviction oconnect {tsell with its
predeceasors. To ignore what others
have done, and in this particular instance
to discuss religion without a full consider-
ation of the religious history of mankind
no far as this has been ascertained by sti-
denta of the subject whose activity and
industry have been one of the features of
modern science, I8 to lay oneeelf open
to the charge of trespassing on a field
which one has not sufficiently cultivated
for oneself. A form of originality which
consista in epioning out one's own
thoughts, however brilliant and sugges-
tive, without anticipating the ohjections
to be urged, may have its uses as a mental
stimulps, but the ultimate verdiet in re-
gard t&it must be a non sequitur.
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A Cheering Arabian Plant,

From the Washington Post

"I nawa little of Arabia tn my trip around
the world by way of the Suez Canal * snid
Reuben Ferguson of Marviand *An Fng:-
ish tourist suggested that I ought to taie
aturn with the laughing plant of the Ara!
region. He had a rative find some of t1a
plant and the seeds thereof, predicting that
it 1 would make o tea out of the seels or
even make the seeds and leaves n'o 4
powder and take a doso of it ocoasiona
the effact would be cheering and tiar [
would desire to laugh for an hor or mor
without apparent reason

“Unee assired that there was no danoer
from the effects | tried the seeds ord am
ashamed to tell what others told me o mv
anties. It was a case of high Jinls, Jdarcing
and foolishnesa hoth In conversation and
actions. I cannot reoall what [ aaid or w!at
aort of capers | was gullty of, but thass w o
weore with ine seemed to take delight in 10 -
ing of my jutoxicarion and the utier o
senge of iy conversation (mea they bad
told me of a few things | docided to ha e
e#thing more to do with the laughlie plan!

The Better of the Trade,

From the Mobile Remster

Green McCurtain, once chief of the ('}
taws, hed a very high opinion of the busls
neas astutensss of white men. “No Indad
can get the bemwr of & paleface,” (b
McCurtain sald to a Guthrie reporis® fricd
the recent Oklahoma investigation. “And
when two palefaces get bargaining together,
then it is like cutting diamonds with dia
monds. Two Oklahoma palefaces on'e
hunted in my camp. They spent the even-
ing with me and over the fire and the "¢
water they hegan to bar®r and traffo ani
tol ake deals and dickers. Finaliy i
sald:

‘:: 0," Sam nnr;od.. “The trils
a on it, er.
’%hov ‘-h'-lmk h&l;\:l. Then Nl sid

b
mnrod ve “this
Died vesterday '

“'8o's mine dead,’ said sam.  Cine ]
morn";-' ,And what's more, I've leus b

timea

pature? Surely this again is turning|ahoes
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